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Dear Colleagues,

As you will see from this newsletter our network continues to grow both nationally and internationally. We have a new UK partner, the University of Birmingham Institute of Archaeology and Antiquity (led by Ken Dowden, with Diana Spencer and Elena Theodorakopoulos as CRSN contacts). In addition to their strengths in Classics and Ancient History, Birmingham also has a long standing reputation for its work in Byzantine and Modern Greek. Birmingham is developing a number of reception-orientated projects, including work on Translation and Women’s Writing. Diana is developing a project on translation with colleagues in Canada; she deals with Classical reception in historical novels in her book Roman Alexander; and her recent edited collection Sites of Rome, brings together a range of receptions of the city of Rome through the ages. Elena has a book on Cinematic Rome in preparation and is working on developing a wide ranging project on Classical reception in contemporary women’s writing, with collaborators in Ireland and Switzerland. 

In the United States, the University of Michigan’s Centre Contexts for Classics (CFC) has now become an Overseas Partner in CRSN. They have a long record of research and teaching in reception with expertise in Comparative Literature, European Literatures, Modern Greek, Philosophy and Museology. There is a link to more information about CFC from the CRSN website. Yopie Prins and Vassilis Lambropoulos will be the main contacts. Yopie is co-founder of CFC and her research areas include Victorian poetry, Classical Greek literature and its reception, gender criticism, and translation studies. She is currently working on Ladies’ Greek—a literary and historical study on the entry of women into Greek studies, focusing in particular on translations of Greek tragedy by women writers in Victorian England and America. Vassilis is C. P. Cavafy Professor of Modern Greek Studies; His research interests include: modern Greek culture; the ancients and the moderns; literature after cultural studies, and theories of tragedy. His many publications include Literature as National Institution: Studies in the Politics of Modern Greek Criticism,   The Rise of Eurocentrism: Anatomy of Interpretation,   and The Tragic Idea  

Northwestern University is also in discussions with us about future collaboration. Their professor, Sara Monoson, contributed to the CRSN international panel at the Classical Association conference in 2008 and they have a centre for research in Classical Tradition. They co-operate closely with Michigan’s CFC.

UK-based activities

In the UK a further session in the series of training workshops for graduate students took take place (12 May at the ICS as part of the continuing collaboration between the ICS, the OU and CRSN) and the workshop on Reception Within Antiquity, organised by Betine Van Zyl Smit will be on October 28th at Nottingham. The international conference on the theme ‘Has there been a Democratic Turn in Classical Receptions?’ will be held on 18–20 June 2010 at Milton Keynes (organised by representatives of Birkbeck, Oxford and OU). This will be preceded by eseminar discussion starting in October 2009 for which there has been a large international response with many proposals from early career researchers as well as established research centres. Full details (including a mercifully brief ‘position paper’ from me) will be circulated before the autumn.

Looking Ahead
Finally, two items for future thought: 

(1) A number of colleagues in various universities (both CRSN Partners and others) have indicated that they would like a platform for some in-depth discussions of teaching issues in reception/tradition (covering teaching at undergraduate and MA levels), including the design and teaching of new modules and pathways and strategies for collaborative teaching across subject groups. We might be able to approach the Subject Centre for Classics for some resources. Several members of the Steering Group have expressed interest in this kind of development. Can I now ask for a volunteer to lead this initiative? Please let me know if you are interested and would like to discuss possibilities ( volunteers need not necessarily be existing members of the Steering Group).

(2) So far this year we have managed to conduct day-to-day Steering Group business by e mail. However, I think we will soon need a more strategic discussion on future directions and priorities, so I’d like to plan a face to face meeting for the autumn (probably September). Please could each partner institution nominate one of its people to attend this meeting. We will also arrange for consultation with our overseas Partners.

I would like to add special thanks to Carol Gillespie for her work in facilitating these activities and managing the website.
Best wishes,

Lorna Hardwick (Convenor) 
Overview of CRSN Workshop Activities for 2007–2008

The original timetable of activities, funded by our AHRC Network Grant for 2007–2008, planned for 8 workshops (4 on the theme of ‘Classics and Contemporary Cultures’ and 4 training workshops for graduate students). In fact, the network grew very rapidly and the demand for workshops was such that it proved possible, with careful budgeting, to extend the number of activities to 17 and to enable new partners to contribute workshops that further enhanced the programme.

A total of 60 universities was represented (33 UK universities and 27 overseas universities sent participants to one or more workshops). Participants from non-HEI organisations included the British Library, British Museum, Petrie Museum, Museum of Antiquities Newcastle, Olympic Delivery Authority for London 2012, and a number of architects’ practices as well as individuals whose primary employment is non-academic. Participating arts practitioners included theatre directors and poets.

The total number of participants was 550: 166 attendees were Graduate students, of whom 69 came from non-classical departments.

If you are interested in fuller breakdown of these statistics please click here : Workshop Statistics
Classical Reception Research Around The UK

The Ancient World in Silent Cinema

Pantelis Michelakis (University of Bristol) and Maria Wyke (University College London) are initiating a new and unusual research project on The Ancient World in Silent Cinema.

In the first four decades of cinema, more than 800 films were made which drew their inspiration from ancient Greece, Rome, Egypt and the Bible. Few of these films have been studied. No one has yet attempted to collate them or analyze them as a group despite their many commonalities (of actors, directors, studios, and mode of representation). Film histories and databases usually reproduce their titles as disembodied entities, devoid of detailed subject matter, cultural context and historical significance. While the strong cinematic interest in the ancient Mediterranean since the 1950s has resulted in a steady flow of publications in recent years, the breadth and persistence of fascination with the ancient world in the first decades of cinema have been largely ignored. The films in question, ranging from historical and mythological epics to adaptations of ancient drama, burlesques, animated cartoons and documentaries, suggest a preoccupation with the ancient world which competes in intensity and breadth with that of Hollywood’s classical era. Existing prints as well as production stills, posters, pressbooks, reviews, and other ephemera scattered in film archives and libraries around the world constitute an enormous field of research that awaits exploration. 

The project started at the beginning of this year with a highly successful screening of silent films set in ancient Greece and Rome in UCL’s Bloomsbury Theatre, with piano accompaniment and short talks from specialists in the representation of antiquity in film and in early cinema. This first screening excited academic interest from as far afield as Japan and Canada, as well as achieving coverage on national radio. Plans are now afoot to screen the same, or similar, films in the United States in January 2010, at the American Philological Association and at the Getty Villa in Malibu. 

On Monday 22nd June 2009, a second event was held at UCL’s Bloomsbury Theatre in London for silent films set in Biblical times and early Christianity, in the ancient near East and in Egypt. All of the films were ones that have rarely been seen outside film archives, and include lives of Moses, Jesus, and Judith, as well as archaeologists and their mummies (a full listing is available at www.ucl.ac.uk/GrandLat/newsandevents/
events/silentcinema ). Talks by specialists, including Judith Buchanan (University of York) and Margaret Malamud (State University of New Mexico), were also given.
Maria and Pantelis are now planning the second stage of the project, which will involve the investigation in detail of a broad range of silent films set in antiquity leading to the publication of a special issue on The Ancient World in Silent Cinema. They are also in consultation with archivists, librarians, scholars, and festival curators in the UK and abroad to extend the project into an international network of experts, leading to an online database, conferences and publications and, perhaps most importantly, preservation, digitization, and exhibition. If you would like to inquire further about the research project or about these events, please contact Maria Wyke (m.wyke@ucl.ac.uk). 

We are deeply indebted to the BFI National Film Archive and its staff for all their help, and to UCL Futures and the University of Bristol for their generous financial support for the first stage of our project. 

For further information, and a Podcast by Maria Wyke on representations of the ancient world in silent films—and why they remain so under-studied—please see the project web page: www.ucl.ac.uk/GrandLat/newsandevents/events/silentcinema
Forthcoming Events
July 6–10 Asterisks and Obelisks. Classical Receptions in Children’s Literature
For further information and booking forms, see: www.lamp.ac.uk/ric/conferences/classics_children_literature_speakers.html
July 14
A Bastille Day Symposium 2009 (220 years on): Classics, Theatre and Thought in France organised by The Archive Of Performances of Greek And Roman Drama, University Of Oxford, in partnership with The Centre For The Reception Of Greece & Rome, Royal Holloway, University Of London 
Contact: edith.hall@rhul.ac.uk or fiona.macintosh@classics.ox.ac.uk 
September 3–6 
Classical Myth and Psychoanalysis, Institute of Advanced Studies, University of London.
For further details please see conference website at 
www.bristol.ac.uk/arts/birtha/centres/institute/ 
October 31
Reception within Antiquity Conference, Nottingham University. 
Speakers include Pat Easterling, Barbara Graziosi,Sarah Miles, Susanna Phillippo and Tim Rood. 
Contact: Betine.Van.Zyl.Smit@nottingham.ac.uk 
November 14–15 The Annual Meeting of Postgraduates in Ancient Literature (AMPAL): 'Crossing Boundaries' , will be held at the University of Birmingham's Conference Centre.
Conference Website: http://rosetta.bham.ac.uk/ampal/
Contact: ampal@contacts.bham.ac.uk 

The CRSN Partner Universities and their Contacts
Birkbeck Catharine Edwards
Birmingham Diana Spencer, Elena Theodorakopoulos
Bristol Charles Martindale; Ika Willis
Durham Barbara Graziosi, Richard Hingley; 
Glasgow Matthew Fox

Goldsmith's, London Michael Simpson
Institute of Classical Studies Mike Edwards
Nottingham Stephen Hodkinson; Betine van Zyl Smit

Oxford Stephen Harrison
Open University Lorna Hardwick, Anastasia Bakogianni
Reading Barbara Goff; Phiroze Vasunia

Royal Holloway, London Edith Hall, Ahuvia Kahane
St. Andrews Karla Pollmann; Greg Woolf
University College London Maria Wyke; Luke Houghton
Overseas Affiliate Partners

University of California, Irvine, US  James I. Porter 

University College Dublin, Ireland Helen Dixon 

University of KwaZulu Natal, SA John Hilton and Elke 
Steinmeyer 

University of Michigan, US Yopie Prins and Vassilis 
Lambropoulos 

Australasian CRSN  Alastair Blanshard (Sydney)

Contact us:

If you have details of forthcoming activities, or items of news for the website or Newsletter please contact: 

Carol Gillespie, Network Coordinator
Email: mailto:Arts-Crsn@open.ac.uk  
Tel: +44 (0)1908 655141
Website:

For more information on the Network please go to our website at: www2.open.ac.uk/crsn

Previous issues are available at the CRSN website.

