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First reactions to OU study

Introduction
In this activity you will
	listen to students' views on the potential language demands of OU courses, and some of the cultural differences they noticed when they began their study

reflect on your expectations of OU study and any challenges that it might bring. 
Watch the two video extracts and then answer the questions. 

Questions
Which of the students' reactions are most similar to your own?


Which aspects of OU study do you expect will be new to you?



What are your main concerns about the language of OU study?



What concerns, if any, do you have about any cultural differences you may encounter?



Points to consider 
The students in the video were reflecting on how they felt at the beginning of their course. Reflecting on your study is part of learning. At the start of any course or module, think about what you want to achieve, your goals and expectations, as well as any concerns you have. At key stages, both during and at the end of the course, it’s important to look back on your initial aims, reflect on your achievements and consider what’s gone well and what needs to change.
In particular, this may help you to identify those aspects you need to work on, such as:
	general study skills – the way you approach your learning – can make a big difference to your success as a student. It helps to develop effective strategies as a learner, from organising a workspace to managing time and stress.

specific language skills – in preparing yourself for study, you should decide where you need to focus – on reading, writing, listening or speaking. 
	cultural issues – there may be differences between the OU approach to learning and your own. It’s useful to be aware of these, and you can download a copy of the booklet Studying with The OU: UK Learning Approach (OU students only) to find out more.
You will find that it helps to talk to others who share your concerns and experiences and who can give you support – your tutor, other students, your family and friends.



